
 

    Some where in a rela-
tionship we have chosen to 
not forgive someone. As 
Christians we are to forgive 
others the way Christ for-
gave us. There is no ex-
ception clause to our for-
giveness. 
The good news is when 
God flashes the light on an 
area of our life where we 
have went away from God, 
He gives this promise: “If 
we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteous-
ness.” (I John 1:9)  What a 
great promise from God. 
O, that we would do that 
now and allow God to fill 
us with Himself so that our 
hearts overflow with praise. 

The Community Thanks-
giving Service will be here 
at El Bethel, Sunday No-
vember 19th. There will be 
a meal at 5:00pm and the 
service will be at 6:30pm. 
We hope you will  come 
and be a part of this very 
special service and an-
other opportunity for us to 
Praise the LORD. 

Love and Prayers 

Pastor Ron  

November is such a                 
beautiful month. It has one 
of my favorite holidays in it: 
Thanksgiving. The                        
dictionary defines                  
Thanksgiving: “the                           
expression of gratitude,              
especially to God:” So, it is 
important for us to realize 
that Thanksgiving is one of 
our truly Christian celebra-
tions. That may explain why 
the world seeks to try to 
pass it off as Turkey Day, or 
Football Day, or to act as if 
the pilgrims met to give 
Thanks to the Indians                 
instead of giving thanks to 
God.  Do a little study and 
read some of those early 
writings and prayers that 
were lifted up to God. Truly 
these people had a good 
understanding of where 
their blessings came from. 

: Psalm 150:1-6 (NKJV)  
1  Praise the LORD! Praise 
God in His sanctuary; 
Praise Him in His mighty 
firmament!  
2  Praise Him for His mighty 
acts; Praise Him according 
to His excellent greatness!  
3  Praise Him with the sound 
of the trumpet; Praise Him 
with the lute and harp!  
4  Praise Him with the tim-
brel and dance; Praise Him 
with stringed instruments 
and flutes!  
5  Praise Him with loud cym-
bals; Praise Him with clash-
ing cymbals!  
6  Let everything that has 
breath praise the LORD. 
Praise the LORD!  

  Let that last verse ring 
in your heart. Let every-
thing that has breath 
praise the LORD. There 
is a song that is played 
on WMIT that has this 
line in its chorus: “It’s His 
breath in our lungs, O, 
that we would be found 
giving praise to the Lord. 

I’ve discovered when it is 
hard to praise the Lord 
that there is sin in my life 
that needs to be                      
confessed. 
Would you be willing to 
look in your heart and 
see if you need forgive-
ness in one of these               
areas: 
1. Our Pride – choosing 
our way over God’s way.  
    Making decisions  
without seeking God’s 
direction. 

2. Misplaced values.  
   When God is not # 1 in 
our lives you’ll discover 
that He is not # 2, He is 
about #100, because we 
have begun to rank so 
many things ahead of 
Him. 

3. Questionable Ethics. 
   We have begun to 
open the door of our 
heart to sinful practices. 
It begins with a little flirta-
tion with evil and then 
your heart begins to say 
we’ve got this one, and 
chooses to sin against 
God. 

4. Unforgiveness - 
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Join us this Sunday 

Sunday 

Sunday School  9:30 am 

Worship   10:30 am 

Adult Choir 5:00 pm 

Children’s Time 6:00 pm 

Worship    6:00 pm 

Tuesday 

Care & Grow 6:30 pm 

Wednesday (August-May) 

Meal  5:00pm 

Awana  6:00 pm 

Youth Led D-Groups 6:00pm 

Youth  6:30 pm 

Worship  6:30 pm 

Wednesday  (June-July) 

Children  6:30pm 

Youth  6:30pm 

Bible Study  6:30pm 

Meet Our Staff 

Pastor           Rev. Ron Cooper 

Associate/Youth Pastor                            
       Justin Cunningham 

Worship Leader       Tracy Hicks 

Children              Tammy Kerley 

Senior Adult         Barbara Hart 

 

El Bethel                 
Baptist Church  

 

1669 North Green St 

Morganton, NC 28655 

828.437.0570 

www.elbethelchurch.net 

Being Disciples... Making Disciples... 

The Encourager The Encourager  

A Newsletter from El Bethel Baptist Church  



EBBC 

PO BOX 2518  

Morganton, NC 28680 

828.437.0570 

If you are seeking a place to serve, worship, and contribute to the Kingdom of God, we sincerely 

pray that God will lead you to join our fellowship at El Bethel.  



By:  Chuck Lawless 

8 REASONS SUNDAY SCHOOL STILL WORKS (IF WE WORK SUNDAY SCHOOL) 

I realize that many younger churches don’t have facilities for on-campus small groups known as “Sunday 

School,” but this small group approach still works well for those churches that do have the space. Indeed, I 

won’t be surprised if more churches move back in this direction (without the “Sunday school” nomenclature) 

if/when they secure adequate facilities. Here’s why: 

1. It offers Bible training for all members of the family. Through Sunday school, your church can teach 

everyone from preschoolers to senior adults—all within the same hour. 

It promotes all four aspects that lead to good assimilation. Our research has shown that effective assimila-

tion occurs when a church offers relationships, involvement, expectations, and convictional teaching and 

preaching (click here to learn more). A good Sunday school class with an effective teacher can offer all 

four elements. 

1. It provides systematic, intentional Bible study for attenders. Think in terms of a strategy that walks at-

tenders through the Bible in 3-5 years. Few ministries and organizations provide a ready-made, tested process 

for doing so like Sunday school does. 

2. It supports corporate worship. It doesn’t always happen, but a strong Sunday school that meets prior to 

or immediately after a worship hour tends to contribute to increased worship attendance. 

3. It builds relationships in the church. This point, of course, magnifies one point of #2 above. It’s in the 

small group structure of Sunday school that we connect with people who become the “glue” that ties us to the 

local body. 

4. It opens the door for many to serve. Few ministries offer as many opportunities for service within one 

setting (e.g., teacher, assistant teacher, secretary, outreach leader, discipleship leader, care group leader, prayer 

leader, greeter, refreshment coordinator, etc., etc.). A well-designed Sunday school class can offer as many 

roles as the number of people who attend. 

5. It contributes to the church’s discipleship strategy. When the curriculum is clearly connected to the 

church’s overall discipleship plan, it becomes one piece of the larger discipleship puzzle. 

6. It provides an open door to evangelism. Historically, in fact, this was the purpose of Sunday school. 

We’ve lost that primary focus in some ways, but we must not lose it entirely. A good Sunday school class 

should still be a welcoming place for the seeker who has questions about the gospel. 

Sunday school works, if we’re willing to do the hard work it demands. I happen to be one person who thinks 

it’s worth the effort.    

http://chucklawless.com/2015/07/four-elements-of-assimilation/


Bus ines s  Mee t ing  Minutes  by  Gay l e  Wa lden   

El Bethel Baptist Church Business Meeting – Sunday, October 8, 2017 

 
I. Call to Order: 

  Joey Wakefield called the church into business conference.  The minutes were read  

            from the previous business meeting.   

 

II.   Approval of Minutes 

 There were no objections or corrections and the minutes were approved as read.   

 

III. Reports of Treasurer, Organizations, Ministries, Others:  

Treasurer, (2) Sunday School, (3) Children, (4) Youth, (5) Seniors, (6) WMU (7) Brotherhood, (8) Music, (9) Care and 

Grow, (10) Committee Updates, (11) Others 

 

  IV. Old Business Pending 

         None   

 

  V.   Deacons’ Information  

  1. The deacons noted that members should submit facility concerns, i.e. custodial,     

           cleanliness, and maintenance to Steve Griffith or a member of the Building and Grounds  

           committee for the purpose of documentation.  It was also noted that the custodial company  

           we use has changed staff.  

2.  Financial reports will be placed in the bulletin once per month. 

3.  A love offering for our pastors will be taken on Pastor Appreciation Sunday, October 15th.   

4.  Also on October 15th, there will be no evening services at El Bethel due to the Catawba  

     River Baptist Associational Meeting that evening. 

5.  Deacon leadership positions were announced:  Joey Wakefield remains as Chairman, Larry  

     Leonhardt as Vice-Chairman, and Alan Leonhardt as Secretary  

  

  VI.   Deacons’ Motions 
A motion was made to extend the church’s WiFi access to include the Awana office area, the sanctuary, and the fel-

lowship hall.  WiFi access will be password protected.  Ryan Weathers will be installing at a cost of $350.  The 

motion was approved.   

Burke Hospice and Palliative Care is requesting $500 annual donations from area churches, with donors being added 

to their “Wall of Faith.  The deacons would like to see this contribution added as a yearly line item beginning with 

our 2018 budget.  The motion carried.   

 

  VII. New Business from the Floor 

Nominations were made for messengers to attend the Catawba River Baptist Association annual meeting at Burke-

mont Baptist Church on October 15th.  The following members were approved by vote:  Joy Morris, Pam Carlisle, 

Debbie Cooper, Ron Cooper, Steve Fisher, and Joey Wakefield.   

Lisa McGinnis presented two members to be added to the Budget and Finance Committee:  Rebecca Griffith and 

Roger Lowe.  The motion carried.   

 

  VIII. Church Letters 

    None 

 

IX.  Motion to adjourn made and seconded.                            

Burke United Christian  

Ministries Food Box 
There is an ongoing collection of non-

perishable food items for the BUCM.  The food 

box is located in the hallway on the organ side 

of the sanctuary.  Please make note of this 

next time you go to the grocery store and pick 

up a few extra items for the BUCM! 

Women’s Missionary Union 

(WMU)  

 
The WMU of El Bethel would like to invite ALL ladies 

to their meetings on the first Sunday night of each 

month at 6pm.  The ladies will be starting a special 

Bible study on Heaven!  Plan now to join!   



 

HAITI HAPPENINGS 

Fundraisers: 

Sheets: 

Our medical mission team is selling bed sheets.  We have Twin, Twin XL, and Full for $25.00 per set.  We have Queen, 

King, and California King for $30.00 per set.  These are all deep pockets and keep their shape after washing.  There is a 

large variety of colors to choose from.  See any member for details.  Sput Powell has them at his house and can get them 

to you quickly.   

We are also selling handmade bookmarks for $1.00 each.  All the money raised from these sales go directly to Pastor 

Sandue and his wife to help run the orphanage in Pignon.  Madam Sandue made the bookmarkers.  Please see either 

Hannah Clark or Barbara Powell to purchase these. 

We still have T-shirts for sell.  We have limited supplies in both dark blue and light blue.  The price has been dropped to 

$10.00 each.  We will not be reordering these so see Hannah Clark to get yours while they last.   

To help Sister Phyllis and the people of Haiti, we are collecting different items for 2 months at a time.  You may donate 

any item at any time but we will be focusing on certain items each month.  There is a tote in the vestibule that you can 

drop the items in.  Most of the items can be bought at the Dollar Tree.  The following items are what we are collecting: 

Feb./March- Lotion 

April/May- soap/body wash 

June/July- deodorant/sunglasses (kids and adults) 

August/Sept.- Underwear/socks 

Oct./Nov.- toothbrushes/toothpaste 

We greatly appreciate your support and prayers as we continue to try to do what God has laid before us. 

El Bethel Medical Mission Team and Hearts, Hands, and Hope for Haiti 

To Joey, With Love 

 Free Movie Screening—Everyone Welcome 

Friday, November 10th  

6-7pm Reception             7pm—Showtime 

CoMMA—410 S. College St.  

To Joey, With Love details the life of Joey + Rory, a singing duo who put 

their musical career on hold to have a child.  Then Joey finds herself fight-

ing cancer, and eventually becoming a hospice patient at home.  Spon-

sored by Burke Hospice and Palliative Care 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, November 4th  

8am-11am 

$7 per person!   

Walk-ins welcome!   

Come HUNGRY!!!   

A love offering will be taken in the 

morning worship service on the 5th.  

Please be in prayer as to how God would 

have you give to this mission. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiBoK6ewqHTAhWFYiYKHRbHDUsQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.operationworld.org%2Fhait&psig=AFQjCNEXcd2TNLnG4mQqn8wJ7vMZWIGrfQ&ust=1492175793053223


November Birthdays 
Stephanie McCoy November 1  

Kay Moody November 1 

Nathan Moses November 1 

Lara Hicks November 2  

Amy Kincaid November 2  

Richard Lambert November 5  

Butch Williams November 5  

John Eller November 6  

Scott Webb November 6  

Emily Jarvis November 7  

Samuel Clark November 8  

Christy Greene November 8  

Lynn Whisenant November 8 

Keeley Cook November 9  

Hannah Duncan November 9  

Bill Williams November 10  

Tracy Crawley November 11  

Glenda Burgess November 12  

Eunice McCoy November 12 

Bobby Berryhill November 15  

Lisa Turbeville November 15  

Steve Lund November 16 

Elijah Roseboro November 18  

Phyllis Yahnke November 18  

Laine Barrier November 19  

Dawna Ford November 20  

Jacob Hughes November 20  

Jackie Metcalf November 20  

Martha Whisnant November 20  

Mandie Lowe November 21  

Lisa McGinnis November 21  

Kristen Barrier November 22 

Jon Digh November 25  

Arlean Williams November 25  

Sherry Wakefield November 30 

 

Operation Christmas Child  
REMINDERS THIS YEAR 

$9.00processing fee for each box 

NO CANDY of any kind and NO TOOTHPASTE 

The collection will be Sunday morning, November 19th.   

 

55 and Alive Daytrip 

Attention 55 and Alive Members: 

We have tickets for the Southern Christmas 

Show donated by WMNC.  The sign up sheet is 

on the table under the cross in the sanctuary.  

This daytrip will be on Tuesday, November 14th.  

We plan to leave church at 9:00am.  Come and 

enjoy the sights and sounds of early holiday shopping at the 

Southern Christmas Show.  Sign up today! 

Gift Card Basket for Baby White 

The WMU will be making a special                                      

gift card basket for Joy and Brad White.   If you 

would like to add a gift card to the basket, 

please have those to Debbie Cooper by                   

Sunday, November 19th.                                                                                

Gift cards to   Wal-Mart, Babies-R-Us or dinner out would make 

a great gift!  It’s a girl!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 12th      2-4pm in the Fellowship Hall  

Cider, Fall finger foods, devotion and worship 

$5.00 per person  

Give forms and money to Tracy Hicks or Sandra Powell 

 

Name:_____________________________________ 

Number Attending___________ 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj4pJib55jXAhVMLyYKHRs7DgUQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2F101clipart.com%2Fthanksgiving-leaf-border-clip-art%2F&psig=AOvVaw0ckPW79XqCFqyLlS6Ja1d0&ust=1509468645025433


The Power of Desperate Prayer 

 

 One Tuesday, while kneeling in my usual spot during our noon prayer meeting, I heard a woman’s voice to my left. Her 

head was in her hands, and she was praying softly. But something about the way she prayed caught my attention. She was 

talking to God as if He stood five feet away. 

 

“You know, Lord, I’m going to lose that boy to the world,” she prayed through tears. She started quietly at first, but as her 

pleading grew stronger, her voice became louder. “I’m going to lose him to the gangs unless You come and help me. I 

can’t do it by myself.” I could hear the desperation in her prayer. She cried out to God with all the urgency of a heartbro-

ken mom. 

 

“You’ve got to do something, God! You’ve got to do something now!” 

 

I could hear everything she said. “You know his father is dead and gone,” she reasoned. There was a pause, and although I 

couldn’t see her face, I could hear her weeping. “I’m all alone trying to raise him. And You know all the voices out there 

calling to him. God, You have to help me!” Her tone was so bold, sincere, heartfelt, and intimate. “If You don’t help me, 

no one can!” she prayed, before her words dissolved into sobs. 

 

 Her prayer moved me deeply. I reached over and put my hand on her heaving shoulder and joined her in intercession for 

her son. 

 

 Someone once said the most awesome thing in the world is when a mere human being prays to the Creator of the universe 

and is heard. I felt that awe as I listened to this woman, in equal parts confidence and desperation, lift her heart up to God 

and pour out her soul. It was like watching one of the Psalmists crying out for help. 

 

When someone prays boldly and desperately like this, an old church catchphrase describes it as “storming heaven.” 

 

I have heard lots of prayers like hers at my church, and they have always moved me. How much more must they move our 

Father in Heaven, who loves us dearly! Desperate and soul-stirring prayers like hers result in answers. 

 

 When God is sought in desperation, He responds. 

 

 Even in hopeless situations. 

 

Hannah’s Prayer 

After the dark period described in the Old Testament book of Judges, Israel’s desperate situation began to turn around with 

the prayer of a woman named Hannah. She had had enough and decided she could not take it any longer. 

 

 Hannah was one of two wives married to a man named Elkanah. The other wife had children, but Hannah was barren. Ac-

cording to the Bible, Peninnah, the rival wife, would mock Hannah and make fun of her, “provoking her in order to irritate 

her” because “the LORD had closed Hannah’s womb” (1 Samuel 1:6). Day after day, year after year, Hannah was teased 

and taunted, mocked and ridiculed. 

 

 Every year Elkanah’s family went to the tabernacle of the Lord in Shiloh, which was the center of worship in Israel. There 

the family would offer sacrifices to the Lord. But that’s also when Peninnah’s taunting of Hannah increased, to the point 

where Hannah wept so hard she could no longer eat (1 Samuel 1:3-8). 

 

 Each year this pattern repeated. Her husband, Elkanah, loved Hannah and gave her extra portions of the sacrifice, but that 

didn’t heal his wife’s pain. “Why don’t you eat? Why are you downhearted?” he would ask Hannah. “Don’t I mean more 

to you than ten sons?” (1 Samuel 1:8). 

 

 Then one year, something snapped inside of Hannah, and she suddenly refused to endure the taunts of Peninnah and ac-

cept her childless status. 

Music Notes By:  Tracy Hicks 



Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah stood up. —  1 Samuel 1:9 

 

 Hannah left the table and went to pray near the doorpost of the tabernacle. It was a moment with historic ramifications. 

 

In her deep anguish Hannah prayed to the LORD, weeping bitterly. — 1 Samuel 1:10 

 

 She didn’t recite mental prayers as we often do; her heart went out to the Lord. Amid the backslidden and even corrupt 

religious establishment of that day, we see a desperate, simple woman stirred to pray a prayer that will usher in a new 

day in Israel’s history. In her prayer she promised God that if He gave her a son, she would dedicate him to the Lord for 

as long as he lived. When she finished praying, she got something to eat, and her face was no longer downcast (1 Samuel 

1:18). 

 

 It was as if she knew something was about to change. 
 

Hannah’s prayer must have been a lot like that woman’s prayer I overheard that Tuesday at church. Both of these women 

bared their deepest desires to the Lord, and they did so with such passion! God responds to that kind of praying. 

 

 The next morning Elkanah’s family arose and worshiped God before they headed back home to Ramah. Once there, El-

kanah made love to his wife as he had so often done before, but this time “the LORD remembered her” (1 Samuel 1:19). 

 

Hannah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. 

 

Now, what was it that stirred Hannah to pray a prayer that changed the future of Israel? 

Hannah could have chosen to live in denial. When Peninnah mocked her, she could have said, “Who cares? I’m not into 

kids. I don’t want to change diapers anyway!” But she didn’t. She faced the truth (as painful as it was), saying, “I want a 

baby, I want a son, I want to be fruitful.” 

 

Hannah could have forgotten her heartache and just rejoiced in the fact that she was a child of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 

and a part of the covenant people of Israel. Or she could have looked at her situation and said, “I don’t have a child, so it 

must be God’s sovereign will that I don’t.” 

 

But she didn’t do either of those things. Hannah’s story shows us that she did not deny her barrenness, but neither did 

she accept it. Her unique prayer became the channel that God both prompted and then used to turn the tide in Israel and 

bring much-needed blessing upon them. The lesson is clear for us today. 

 

We must not silently accept our lack of fruitfulness and somehow justify it as God’s will for us. 

 

 Imagine if Hannah had said, “Well, I guess I’m not supposed to have a baby.” 
 

No, as hard as it was, she honestly faced her circumstances and then desperately prayed for God to change them. 

 

What was in her mighty prayer that God could not ignore? 

 

None of us totally understands the power of prayer, but we know that Hannah’s prayer was powerful and effective, the 

kind James describes in his epistle (James 5:16). Yet if I had to guess, I would say it was both the heightened element of 

desperation coupled with deep faith in God. Hannah had no other place to turn. It was as if, in her great anguish and 

grief, she cried, “Make me fruitful, or I don’t want to go on.” She was at her end. “Give me a child or I will die!” 

 

God heard Hannah’s weeping, and her prayer became the pathway to divine intervention. Furthermore, God wanted her 

story told in detail in the Bible, so future generations would recognize that Israel’s turnaround started with a lonely, 

heartbroken woman who just wanted to bear fruit. 

 

 I understand a little of that desperation to bear fruit. I have felt it myself. 

 

 Excerpted with permission from Strong Through the Storm by Jim Cymbala with Jennifer Schuchmann, copy-

right Jim Cymbala. 

Music Notes By:  Tracy Hicks continued... 



7 Reasons to Be Filled with Wonder over Jesus 
By Chuck Lawless on Oct 31, 2017 01:00 am 

 

You probably know all of these reasons to wonder over Jesus – but that doesn’t mean we always cling 

tightly to these truths. Especially when life and ministry are difficult, we tend to see our circumstances 

more than we see the Christ who reigns over those circumstances. Maybe these reminders will restore/

increase your fascination over Jesus today. 

He’s the Son of God. We know that truth intellectually, but I don’t think we meditate on it enough. 
Because He’s God, that reality ought to fill us with wonder. 

He was instrumental in creation. In fact, all things were made through Him (John 1:3) and for 
Him (Col. 1:16). He was not created; He has instead always been. 

He calls out knuckleheads to follow Him (Mark 3:13-19). The original 12 disciples He called did-
n’t always listen to Him. They argued among themselves. They failed in ministry at times. They 
all ran when He was arrested. Still, Jesus called them and used them – and you and I are num-
bered among the knuckleheads, too. 

He actually uses knuckleheads in His work. Not only does He call unexpected people to follow 
Him, but He actually uses us, too, for His glory. I know myself well enough that I wonder why 
He ever uses me – and He knows me even better than that! 

He patiently teaches and re-teaches, even when we don’t listen well. That’s what He did with 
His disciples. When they didn’t understand parables, He at times gave them the interpretation. 
When they failed to remember the feeding of the thousands, He taught them again by feeding 
thousands more (Mark 6:45-52, 8:1-10). He wanted them to learn, and He patiently taught 
them. 

He prays for us. He intercedes for us even now (Heb. 7:25, Rom. 8:34). Who else would you want 
praying for you than the Son of God?  

He died for us while we were yet sinners (Rom. 5:8). We’re not worthy of His sacrificial death on 
our behalf. We know that fact, too, of course, but we still lose our wonder over His crucifixion.   

I grant there’s nothing new here, but that’s precisely the point: our problem with losing our wonder is not 

that we forget the story; it’s that we take it for granted. 

So, let these truths sink in again today.  

Sign up for daily emails like this from Chuck Lawless at ChuckLawless.com. 

Join us Sunday, November 19th  

As we gather with other churches in the Oak Hill Community to give thanks to our God!   

Dinner at 5pm 

Community Choir Practice at 6:00pm 

Worship at 6:30pm 

https://chucklawless.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f66ea30867c3c2882f0eae77&id=d98fc55c21&e=e0f08bbf87


The Twelve Days of Christmas Dinner 
Saturday, December 2nd—6pm      $12 per person 

 

Tour of Tables—10am-3pm the day of event.   
 

Purchase your tickets now!  See Joanna to reserve your seat! 

 

Proceeds from event will go towards the youth fund to send our students to camp and World Changers with a                   

portion of the proceeds going to Toys for Tots! 

 

 
By Justin Cunningham, Associate Pastor 

This question hit my brain during my morning devotion the other day. It wasn’t so much of a 

philosophical question, but a theological question and more on the grounds of my bad behav-

ior, terrible decisions, and overall sinful attitude. What if all my sins of yesterday did not ex-

ist? Ponder that question for a moment. How happy would you be? How free would you be? 

Would it change your plans for today? 

You can probably guess where I am going with this. Think about the day you got saved. You 

knew your sinful yesterday no longer existed. Do you recall how happy you were? How free 

you were? How all of a sudden your plans for the day changed so that you used every opportu-

nity to tell everyone that you had accepted Christ as your Savior and they could to? 

Here’s the reality, if you are saved, you are no more saved today than you were the day you 

got saved. You are no less saved today than you were the day you got saved. You are just as 

free from your sinful yesterday now as you were then.  

God’s mercies are made new every day. “22 It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not con-

sumed, because his compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy faithful-

ness,” Lamentations 3:22-23 (KJV). 

This thought brought my salvation to the forefront of my mind. My day changed. It was as if I 

had just been saved. My soul rejoiced in my Savior. My demeanor uplifted. Sinful opportuni-

ties for the day were appalling. I smiled and I began the day searching to tell someone about 

my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We are victorious and we should live like it! 

1 Corinthians 15:54-57 (NIV) 

54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal 

with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been 

swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is 

your sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But 

thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

What If Yesterday Didn’t Exist? 


